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Madison-Oneida BOCES facilities have been re-opened for in-person instruction since September 8, 2020. 
Consequently, this plan does not technically address a “re-opening” but rather the expectations for the 2021-
2022 school year in regard to COVID-19 precautions in order to remain open.  
Guiding principles in the development of this plan are: 

• Full-time in-person instruction is optimal for all BOCES learners.  
• Safety of students and personnel is priority.  
• The implementation of layered prevention strategies is the best approach and offers flexibility to address 

a variety of unique situations. 
• Guidance provided by the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention, the NYS Department of Health, 

the NYS Education Department, and the Oneida County Health Department will be applied.   
• The plan is a fluid document and will be updated as circumstances change.  
• BOCES will monitor CDC COVID Community Levels as a factor to guide its decisions.  
• The plan will use plain language to describe COVID-19 safety protocols.  

Vaccination 
Students and staff who are eligible to receive a COVID-19 vaccine, and would like to receive one, are invited to 
visit the BOCES COVID-19 resource page on the website for information about clinics in our region: 
https://www.moboces.org/news/covid-19_resources 
Students and staff who are fully vaccinated are invited to share their status with the office of the COVID-19 
Coordinator to help inform decisions about mitigation strategies.  

Use of Face Masks 

Face masks are only required to be worn: 
• By an individual who has tested positive for COVID (or is symptomatic but does not test) and returns to 

the BOCES campus (days 6 through 10 after positive test result or start of symptoms) after their 
symptoms improve and they have been fever-free for at least 24 hours 

o Masks may be removed when eating, drinking, singing, going outside, or playing a wind 
instrument. When masks are removed for these purposes, physical distancing of 6 or more feet 
should be maintained to the extent possible.  

Face masks are strongly recommended to be worn: 
• By an individual who has been exposed to someone with COVID  

Face masks may be worn under any circumstance, including but not limited to: 
• An individual who prefers to wear a mask for personal reasons (medical condition, compromised 

household member, travel, etc.) 
• An individual who prefers to wear a mask in consideration of others 

 

All individuals who choose to wear a mask on the BOCES campus at any time, for any reason, will be 
supported in their decision to do so. Nobody has an obligation to explain their decision to mask. 

 
BOCES will maintain an adequate supply of masks and other required PPE on hand should faculty, staff or 
student be in need. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.moboces.org/news/covid-19_resources
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Physical Distancing 
In settings where masks are not worn universally, anyone within a 6-foot radius of an infected person for 15 
minutes or more is considered exposed. Physical distancing is recommended to the extent practicable but not 
required. 

 
COVID Tests 
Weekly COVID testing for all school faculty and staff is mandated by the Commissioner of the NYS 
Department of Health. Faculty and staff may opt-out of the mandatory weekly testing if they provide 
documentation of being fully vaccinated. BOCES offers weekly testing opportunities to all faculty and staff, 
regardless of vaccination status, and to students, with parental consent. 
Over-the-counter test kits will be made available (while supplies last) for employees or students upon request. 
Due to the materials in the test kits, they will not be sent home with students. Parents may arrange for pickup or 
request delivery.  

 
Facilities 
BOCES Facilities staff will continue to implement cleaning and disinfection protocols established at the start of 
the health emergency. This includes documented schedules for cleaning, using appropriate supplies, and 
following CDC and DOH environmental cleaning and disinfection recommendations.  
BOCES will continue to monitor and make adjustments and investments as necessary to address proper air flow 
and ventilation.  

 
Handwashing & Respiratory Etiquette 
Proper hand washing and respiratory etiquette (covering coughs & sneezes) can help prevent the spread of 
communicable diseases such as COVID-19. To facilitate proper practices, BOCES will:  

• Remind individuals to wash their hands frequently with soap & water for at least 20 seconds. 
• Provide hand sanitizer.  
• Encourage adults to assist younger students with proper handwashing technique and appropriate use of 

hand sanitizer. 

 
Staying Home When Sick & Getting Tested 
Individuals displaying symptoms are directed to stay home and contact their healthcare provider for testing and 
care, regardless of vaccination status. Parents are directed to screen their children for symptoms prior to their 
child attending school each day. Symptoms include: 

• Fever or chills 
• Cough 
• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
• Fatigue 
• Muscle or body aches 
• Headache 
• New loss of taste or smell 
• Sore throat 
• Congestion or runny nose 
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• Nausea or vomiting 
• Diarrhea 

Individuals who display symptoms while on the BOCES campus will be sent home. Students will be isolated 
until a parent or caregiver is able to pick them up.  

 
Notification of Positive Cases 

• Parents are expected to notify the school nurse if their child tests positive for COVID 
• Faculty & staff are expected to notify their supervisor if they test positive for COVID 
• When BOCES learns of a positive case, BOCES will notify impacted individuals or parents of students 

who were in the same classroom, office space, etc. or is otherwise identified as a close contact with a 
person who was considered infectious while on campus 

 
Prior Positive 
Individuals who have tested positive for COVID should NOT retest for 90 days. 
 
Isolation  
Anyone who tests positive for COVID (or is symptomatic but does not test) must be isolated for a period of five 
days and may return to campus if the individual meets ALL of the following criteria: 

• Asymptomatic or experiencing mild/improving symptoms 
• Fever-free for at least 24 hours without fever-reducing medication 
• Consistently wears a well-fitting mask around others for an additional 5 days (both on and off BOCES 

property) 
If an individual is unable to meet ALL criteria, they must remain in isolation for an additional five days, at such 
time they may resume normal activities if their symptoms are improving and they are fever-free for at least 24 
hours without fever-reducing medication.  
 
For the purposes of counting isolation days, “day 0” is the date of specimen collection resulting in a positive test 
result or date of symptom onset, whichever is earlier.  
 
Exposure  
In settings where masks are not worn consistently and universally, anyone within a 6-foot radius of an infected 
person for fifteen minutes or more is considered exposed. Those identified as having been in the classroom, 
office space, etc. or is otherwise identified as a close contact with an individual who was considered infectious 
while on campus are strongly encouraged take the following steps: 
 Fully Vaccinated individuals 

o Wear a well-fitting mask around others for 10 days after latest exposure to the positive case 
o Test for COVID upon learning of exposure, and again at day five, if coming to the BOCES 

campus (exception: prior positive 90 days) 
 Unvaccinated individuals  

o Quarantine at home for five days from date of exposure 
o Wear a well-fitting mask around others for 10 days after latest exposure to the positive case 
o Test for COVID upon learning of exposure, and then every other day through day five, if coming 

to the BOCES campus (exception: prior positive 90 days) 
If symptoms develop at any time, stay home and seek testing.  
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Remote Learning 
The BOCES retains the discretion to shift a class or classes to remote instruction after consulting with local 
health officials. If a student is unable to attend class in-person as a result of an isolation or quarantine order, 
BOCES instructors will provide instructional support to that individual.  
If advised by state or local departments of health to close school facilities to in-person instruction, BOCES 
faculty and staff is fully prepared to transition to remote learning and operations immediately. Parents and 
stakeholders will be notified immediately via telephone, Parent Square messaging system, email or other 
appropriate and effective means.  
BOCES will work collaboratively with the local health departments about the requirements for when and how 
school operations may resume.  

Travel 
In the event of a travel advisory, BOCES will institute a policy governing rules and expectations regarding 
travel to and from affected areas. Individuals should be aware of current CDC guidelines regarding domestic 
and international travel:  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/international-travel-during-covid19.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html 

Wellness Measures 
There are many strategies that individuals can employ to strengthen their immunity and combat communicable 
illnesses, such as eating a well-balanced diet, exercising, getting adequate sleep and reducing stress. BOCES 
supports its community in these efforts and offers several resources on the wellness page on the website: 
https://www.moboces.org/for_staff/health_wellness 

COVID-Related Questions or Concerns 
All related communications or concerns can be directed to the designated Madison-Oneida BOCES COVID-19 
Safety Coordinator:  

Lisa Decker  
315.361.5520 
ldecker@moboces.org  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/international-travel-during-covid19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html
https://www.moboces.org/for_staff/health_wellness
mailto:ldecker@moboces.org

